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as he could, men and money in case of a French
invasion.

To make his work more effective he took steps
to bring Connecticut immediately under his con-
trol. Rhode Island had already submitted and
had sent its members to sit with the council at
Boston. But Connecticut had avoided giving
a direct answer, although a third writ of quo
warranto had been served upon her, on December
28,1686. Consequently Andros wrote to the recal-
citrant colony, saying that he had been instructed
to receive the surrender of the charter. To this
letter, the Governor and magistrates of Connecti-
cut replied that they preferred to remain as they
were, but that, if annexation was to be their lot,
they would be willing to join with Massachusetts,
their old neighbor and friend, rather than with New
York. Dongan, perplexed by the heavy expenses
involved in the military defense of his colony and
wishing to have the use of additional revenues,
had hoped that he might persuade the Connecti-
cut Government to come under the control of
New York, but Connecticut preferred Massachu-
setts and had stated this preference in her letter.
Andros and the Lords of Trade deemed the re-
ply favorable, although in fact it was ingeni-